INTRODUCTION
The mangrove crab Ucides occidentalis (Ortmann, 1897) inhabits the west coast of America from Mexico (Baja California) to Peru (Tumbes), including the Ecuadorian continental coast (Bright & Hogue, 1972; Muñiz & Peralta, 1983) . Males of U. occidentalis represent a fishery resource for Ecuador, and their landings comprised over five million crabs from the Gulf of Guayaquil in 2013 (see http://www.institutopesca.gob.ec).
The Ucides occidentalis fishery is a long-standing phenomenon, and since 1973 has been considered an important commercial activity. Accordingly, the National Fisheries Institute (Instituto Nacional de Pesca) began studies on the commercial catches of some areas (e.g., Puerto del Morro) in the Gulf of Guayaquil (Barragán, 1993) . Despite the importance of the fishery, there are no reports of malformations in this species, which is surprising, because malformations have been recorded in decapod crustaceans since 1800, and are a common phenomenon affecting natural populations (Aguirre & Hendrickx, 2005; Follesa et al., 2008; Fernandes et al., 2011) .
Malformations (also termed abnormalities or deformities) are morphological defects generated during development, usually related to ecdysis. This produces disproportionate body parts, irregular forms of some body segments, and/or additional appendages (Araújo & Calado, 2012) . Malformations can be caused by a natural process (e.g., injuries) or induced by pollutants (e.g., heavy metals) (Shuster et al., 1963; Shelton et al., 1981; Weis et al., 1986) .
NOTES AND NEWS
The most common sites for malformations are the terminal or penultimate segment of the chelae, i.e., the dactylopodite (dactylus) and propodite (propodus), since these parts are more likely to be injured and have the greatest capacity for regeneration (Shuster et al., 1963; Shelton et al., 1981) . Nevertheless, malformations have also been reported on the pleon, telson, pereiopods, third maxilliped, and rostrum (Heerebout, 1966; Carmona-Suarez, 1990; Aguirre & Hendrickx, 2005; Lira et al., 2013; Purohit & Vachhrajani, 2016) .
This study presents the first record of malformations in males of U. occidentalis along its known distributional area.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Malformed specimens were collected in mangrove areas of the Gulf of Guayaquil, Ecuador, by a crab fisherman, Mr. Alfonso Morales. He accumulated 11 specimens with malformations of the carapace, pleon, chelae, and walking legs, over a period of years from the concession area belonging to the "Balao" fishery organization ( fig. 1 ). The sampled individuals had a size of 60 to 90 mm carapace width. In the drawings of the chelae presented herein, the spines on these appendages have been omitted in order to produce a clearer representation. 
